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THE YEAR 2013 “AS THE YEAR FOR 

RECKONING” 

 
By any measure 2013 is set up to be a de-

fining year for Zimbabwe. Those who will 

look at it from political lenses will be hop-

ing that the possibilities of elections may 

finally put paid to the notion of Zimbabwe 

as a pariah state replete with political in-

stability, discord and a hybrid governing 

authority which lacks the basic premise 

which warrants authority to govern the 

acquiescence of the people. Those who are 

worried about the economics, will no 

doubt join their political fellows in a shared 

prayer that the afore said will come to 

pass. This is because of the intractable 

nature of the relationship that exists be-

tween the politics of the country, its econ-

omy and in large part also between the 

players of the same.  

 

For democracy loving Zimbabweans the 

possibility of not one but two public politi-

cal processes in the form of a referendum 

and elections presents a rare gift, last re-

ceived in 2000. Opportunities for the peo-

ple to regain their voice and to speak for 

themselves through referendum or elec-

tions is the highest form of direct democ-

racy, devoid of the fallacy of representa-

tion that politicians often perpetuate as 

they make decisions on behalf of the peo-

ple. As such, this opportunity for direct 

democracy, is something worth cherishing, 

and worth encouraging everyone to em-

brace and participate in.  

 

In any other country, the above stated 

hopes, and pleasant opportunities for di-

rect democracy, would be worthy of cele-

bration, but in Zimbabwe the hope has to 

be qualified.  

 

2013 may indeed be a “year of reckoning, 

“as the President of the Republic of Zimba-

bwe, Robert Mugabe is reported to have 

pronounced on his return from a long holi-

day in the Far East. The pronouncement of 

2013 as a year of Reckoning by the Presi-

dent, we felt was a fitting way to start our 

public engagements as the year begins.  

Reckoning denotes judgement and final 

settlement. This is not a bad thing especial-

ly if it is a settlement of the pariah state 

tag that Zimbabwe has had to endure for 

over a decade because of the manner in 

which we conduct our elections which has 

been patently not free and fair. The 2013 

reckoning will not be a bad thing, if it is a 

final judgement by the people on the con-

stitution making process that the nation 

has yearned for decades, and as a process 

it has been engaged in for close to 50 

months.  

 

Reckoning also denotes closure. 2013 as a 

year of reckoning will be a welcome devel-

opment if it means putting closure to the 

political epoch of the Global Political 

Agreement (GPA) through free and fair 

elections. The disconcerting thing, as this 

year of reckoning begins stems from the 

harsh reality that closure on the GPA, 

which had been anticipated to occur as a 

result of fully implementing the agreed 

reforms seems a distant prospect as the 

year 2013 has already been pronounced an 

election year with a myriad of outstanding 

reforms that had been agreed to as part of 

the historic Political Agreement. The delays 

in implementing the GPA and the deliber-

ate flaunting of it, have not been freak 

occurrences of nature, they have been 

manufactured, engineered and sponsored 

by political men. It is likely that there will 

be no closure through full implementation 

of the Agreement. Unfortunately for politi-

cal men responsible for these short falls, 

2013 may yet indeed be the year of reck-

oning and accountability for those taking 

the people for granted and not honouring 

the hope of a better Zimbabwe through 

the agreed to frameworks and reforms 

intimated by the Global Political Agree-

ment. An election is looming, and as is tra-

dition in normal societies, which we are 

aspiring to as Zimbabweans and want to 

prove in this year of reckoning, politicians 
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will be judged, based on their records and held accountable 

for their actions or lack thereof. 

 

It seems apparent that in an election year ‘the people‘, will be 

doing reckoning, not the politicians, nor other policy makers, 

these have already had their turn. Having pronounced it such, 

it seems only fair that political leaders, including the President 

should present the people of Zimbabwe with dates and a 

schedule of when this ‘reckoning ‘ will be taking place.  The 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition has stated in the past that public 

political processes are not personal affairs and also not affairs 

into which people are marshalled into with limited prepara-

tion, little notice and without the requisite atmosphere and 

environment.  

 

There is no better time than the present for the nation to be 

alerted as to when they will vote on the COPAC Draft Constitu-

tion, whose completion continues to be held hostage to the 

stop start politics that has hounded it since it started in 2009. 

There is no better time than the present for the people of Zim-

babwe to be informed of when judgement day for the incum-

bent politicians and aspiring ones will be. The leaders of Gov-

ernment and the political parties in it, should, as the year be-

gins articulate a clear Electoral Calendar for the year which 

includes the dates and modalities for the referendum and 

elections. The urgency of outstanding processes like the con-

stitution making process, demilitarising our politics, and other 

key outstanding democratic reforms, will be better contextual-

ised and maybe the delays understood within a proper time 

context. 

 

2013 may yet be a year for reckoning, but whichever way one 

understands that pronouncement, what is clear is that, the 

year can only be transformative if there is some certainty 

around key national processes. The starting point in this final 

year of the life of the Inclusive Government includes clear pro-

nouncements on dates of the referendum and elections, and 

increased efforts at meeting conditions that will ensure that 

the elections in 2013 are fundamentally different from those 

in 2008. The 2013 elections will only be different from 2008 if 

they have a choice, and people are able to pronounce their 

choices without let or hindrance, in peace, under free and fair 

conditions and in a processes with procedural certainty 

.  

As 2013 starts, given the harsh reality of things undone in the 

past 4 years, we are clearly faced with the urgency of NOW. 

Zimbabwe’s political leaders need to play their part and imple-

ment key reforms ahead of elections, the region also needs to 

play its part and facilitate the same as guarantors of the Global 

Political Agreement. Most importantly however, Zimbabweans 

need to reclaim their space as authors of their own destiny, 

and take responsibility of encouraging political actors to do 

right by them, knowing that if they fail to listen, the elections 

will provide an opportunity for reckoning.  
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Each New Year, almost always symbolises a rebirth and a new beginning. The ethos of the new year is often built on hope 

and progress. Hope that the new year will present better prospects than the last, and if the previous had been good, hope 

that the progress will continue. For most Zimbabweans, at a personal and even national level, these perceptions are no 

different, as for most 2013 could be the long-awaited year of the taunted breakthrough elections, and with it a break with 

the past. While there may be little by way of required reforms to show that Zimbabwe is ready to peacefully roll up the trou-

bled political transition, there remains a great hope in the collective positive will of the people. 

Being an election year, politicians have already started touting their competing visions of the future and are already selling 

their policy centre pieces – Indigenisation and empowerment, Jobs and democratisation. The foregoing among many other 

things, are being touted as the great Zimbabwean hope for revival, a return to normalcy and prosperous future. However, 

the consistent analysis has been that Zimbabwe is where it is as a result of politics gone bad; bad and unaccountable govern-

ance. The real hope for Zimbabwe may thus not lie in the ambitious policies and platitudes that politicians are beginning to 

dole out in their every day rhetoric as the quest for votes begins in earnest, but it lies in dealing with the roots of the prob-

lem. The great Zimbabwean hope may yet lie in the coming election, and this hope may yet be fulfilled if these elections are 

on a new slate facilitated by some game changing reforms, consistently and persistently articulated by the Zimbabwean Civ-
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ics and the SADC regional economic community.  

As elections beckon, it is clear that there is so much to do, and also that 

so little has been done in the interregnum that the Inclusive Govern-

ment has occupied. What is becoming more and more apparent is a re-

luctance by some political actors to level the playing field and facilitate a 

free and fair election in Zimbabwe, yet out side everything else this is 

the Great Zimbabwean hope. All other things may be done, or may be 

side-lined alike, but without free and fair elections Zimbabwe will set 

back on an all too familiar path, trodden quite recently in 2008, and 

characteristic of the country since the year 2000.  The great Zimbabwe-

an hope in 2013, lies in following through on what the SADC unequivocally insisted that the political stakeholders in Zimbabwe 

should fully implement the GPA. It may yet be ambitious to expect the Zimbabwean government to achieve in a couple of 

months what it has consistently failed to achieve over 4 years, but people can hope and demand some bare minimums in 

attaining free and fair elections. 

Among the key issues that have to be dealt with in pursuing this great Zimbabwean hope is the issue of ensuring that the secu-

rity sector in Zimbabwe abides by a code that ensures that they stay out of civilian political processes. Part of the challenges 

from 2008, were precisely around the conduct of the military which simply did not confine itself to the barracks or act in the 

interest of the country, its constitution and its citizens, but rather chose to align with parochial limited party and individual 

interests.  

Attaining the hope for free and fair elections in 2013, entails addressing several concerns around the election management 

body, the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC).  The body has not been financially capacitated to do its work, but even more 

urgent is the issue of its leadership ( the chairperson is not domiciled in the country and as such is unable to carry out his du-

ties) and its  bureaucracy, which has been accused of being partial to ZANU PF in its conduct, and manned by members of the 

military and intelligence community.  

The great Zimbabwean hope for a better future through free and fair elections, can only be fulfilled through the ceasure of 

political  malpractices such as political violence  by military and para-military groups allied to political parties and rampant 

crackdowns on NGOs working on elections and human rights in general. The above stated is best exemplified by the recent 

crackdowns and long incarcerations of members of ZimRights, YIDEZ and other actors working on mobilising citizens to regis-

ter to vote. The great Zimbabwean hope for free and fair elections can be achieved if free political and civic activity is allowed 

without let or hindrance. The environment needs to be exorcised of politically motivated violence, hate speech, and unequal 

access to the electorate, especially through broadcast media. 

While the situation remains challenging to the prospects of free and fair elections, a glimmer of hope ensued from the fact the 

National Security Council (NSC) meeting on December 21 gave Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai a chance to meet the securi-

ty service chiefs who reportedly showed keenness for free and fair elections in spite of statements by members in their ranks 

that they would not accept a defeat of President Robert Mugabe in the coming polls. The military does not have to pick win-

ners and losers; their duty is to the nation, and not to Morgan Tsvangirayi or Robert Mugabe. 

As the tenure of the Seventh Parliament approaches its finis in June, time becomes of much more of the essence in imple-

menting the pending reforms in Zimbabwe. The fact that President Robert Mugabe and Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai 

have cut their annual vacations short to deal with problems at home is laudable. So are reports that the Copac co-chairs have 

managed to deal with most disputed issues in the draft constitution which had stagnated the process since the Second All 

Stakeholders conference in October. Closure on this process and an opportunity for people to pass their verdict on the draft, 

remains a critical step is facilitating the great hope for free and fair elections.  Even the SADC agrees on this score and on De-

cember 8, in Tanzania, in post summit communiqué of the Extraordinary Summit of SADC Heads of State and Government, 

exhorted the parties to: 

“Finalise the constitutional process including referendum before the holding of the elections in 2013”  
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In  what  could be seen as clear evidence of the police’s continued harassment of Civil society and Human rights defenders, 

police on Thursday besieged the Leopard Rock Hotel in Vumba allegedly claiming to be looking for the ZIMRIGHTS Director and 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, Mr  Okay Machisa.  

Sources close to the Coalition have reported that on the afternoon of Thursday, 10 January, the police arrived at the Leopard 

Rock Hotel and went straight to the Conference room where the Zimbabwe NGO Human 

Rights Forum secretariat was having a workshop. The source claims that more than 15 heavily 

armed police personnel with police dogs surrounded the hotel and told the meeting partici-

pants that they were looking for Mr Okay Machisa, the Director of ZIMRIGHTS and Faith 

Mamutse, a ZIMRIGHTS employee, whom they alleged were wanted in connection with alle-

gations of voter education fraud. It is alleged that the police led by one Inspector Renso from 

Mutare CID Law and Order forcefully instructed the participants to identify themselves. After 

realising that their search had failed to yield any results they then left the venue in a huff. 

As if that was not enough, close to seven (7) plain clothed police officers descended on Eden 

Lodge in Vumba on Friday, 11 January where ZIMRIGHTS staff members were having a closed 

door staff retreat. An impeccable source claims that the police arrived at the lodge around 

2pm and asked to see the leader of the group. Mr Arnold Tsunga, a Lawyer and former ZIM-

RIGHTS Chairperson availed himself and was informed by the police that they were looking 

for Mr Machisa and Faith Mamutse whom they said are wanted by the police in connection 

with allegations of Voter education fraud. After having been informed by Mr Tsunga that the people they were looking for 

were not part of the group police went on to ask each participant to identify herself /himself. After failing to find Mr Machisa 

and Ms Mamutse, the police are said to have told Mr Tsunga that they were going back to Mutare and would return if need 

arises. 

The two incidents come at the back of a renewed effort by the state to gag Civil society and to muzzle their operating space as 

Zimbabwe prepares to go for a United Nations Tourism Organisation (UNTWO) Assembly ,referendum and an election in 

2013 .In November 2012 police raided Counselling Services Unit (CSU) and arrested five staff members . The state alleged that 

CSU had subversive material which was being used to deface buildings in the country. 

In December last year ZANU PF at its 13th People’s Conference in Gweru passed a resolution which incites the state to shut 

down Civil Society Organisations which they suspect to be  working against  the country’s interest. When contacted by the Cri-

sis Report Team, ZANU PF Spokesperson, Rugare Gumbo unequivocally stated that they would close organisations such as Cri-

sis in Zimbabwe Coalition if they continue to exhibit “anti-Zimbabwe” tendencies.  

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Spokesperson, Mr Thabani Nyoni castigated the police’s actions and said that this is an attempt to 

dehumanise Human rights defenders and suffocate civil society operating space. 

“It is saddening that the police once again are found on the wrong side of the fence as they continuously look for des-

perate ways to gag civil society actors. The actions by the police are a lucid attempt by the state to instil fear and in-

timidate human rights defenders and other like minded citizens. It is a hopeless attempt to delegitimize credible human 

rights defenders and political activists in the eyes of the public and portray them as flight risk criminals who are dan-

gerous to the society. These actions want to create an impression that Machisa and other civil society activists or hu-

man rights defenders are not supposed to be  arrested and prosecuted only but should be shamed before they are 

proven guilty or innocent. This is against the tenets of a fair legal system where everyone is innocent until proven 

guilty”, Mr Nyoni said.  

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  
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